
11/07/12

This is a hypothetical planning scenario developed for discussion purposes only. All projected revenue and cost estimates are preliminary in 
nature and require a more detailed financial analysis before implementation. Refer to the Study Memorandum for more details. 
Hillsborough MPO Post-Referendum Study, Lower Cost Transit Projects

Hybrid Rail 
Pilot Project

Rapid Bus in 
Special Lanes

Rapid Bus in Special Lanes

Bus Rapid Transit in tolled express lanes could connect  

Downtown Tampa to Westshore and Tampa International Airport,  

with five stations along the eight-mile line.  
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Possible Rapid Bus 
in Special Lanes

What is it?  
The Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) is 
considering new express lanes 
that would be tolled on the 
interstates throughout the Tampa 
Bay region. If built, buses could 
use the lanes also to provide 
bus rapid transit service (BRT). 
Stations could be built in the 
median as shown in the images 
below to access neighborhoods, 
business districts, sidewalks, 
and local circulator buses.

Population and employment numbers are for 2006.

Where could this work?

buses could pick up and drop off passengers at the airport terminal

DRAFT

stations could be built in the median, like this one 
outside minneapolis, making the service faster 

because buses don't have to leave the interstate 

Photo by Andy Tucker

BRT with permanent, prominent stations can attract development  
that supports transit and has led to increased land values near  
stations faster than surrounding areas. For example, in Cleveland $4-5 billion in hospital and  
university projects developed around the stations along the Healthline BRT.1 
1 US Government Accountability Office, Bus Rapid Transit Projects Improve Transit Service and Can Contribute to Economic Development, July 2012.	

pedestrian bridges over the interstate could  

be used to get to the stations 

10 NEIGHBORHOODS ALONG THE LINE: 
40,000 residents



11/07/12

This is a hypothetical planning scenario developed for discussion purposes only. All projected revenue and cost estimates are preliminary in 
nature and require a more detailed financial analysis before implementation. Refer to the Study Memorandum for more details. 
Hillsborough MPO Post-Referendum Study, Lower Cost Transit Projects

Rapid Bus in Special Lanes (cont’d)
DRAFT

Hybrid Rail 
Pilot Project

Rapid Bus in 
Special Lanes

The one-time cost to get the service up and running is expected to be $60-64 million, or around $8 million per mile, 
including purchasing the vehicles, building stations and installing safety features. Partnering with FDOT to use the proposed 
the travel lanes could lower costs for local governments. The cost to run the service and maintain the stations and buses is 
estimated to be $2-3 million per year, depending on whether buses come every 7½ or 15 minutes during rush hours.
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USF to Wesley Chapel using Special
Lanes on Bruce B. Downs Boulevard

Where else could this work?Proposed Projects

Downtown to South Tampa using the
Selmon Expressway

Downtown to Brandon using the
upper level of the Selmon Expressway

Proposed Hybrid Rail Pilot Project

Proposed Rapid Bus from Downtown
Tampa to Westshore and Airport

1 mile
N

How much could it cost?

Option Stations Time betwen buses Travel time
(end to end)

Cost to build
(one time cost)

Cost to operate  
(per year)

More Frequent Buses 5 Rush hour: 7.5 minutes
Midday: 15 minutes 22 minutes $64 million $3 million

Less Frequent Buses 5 Rush hour: 15 minutes
Midday: 30 minutes 22 minutes $60 million $2 million

Here are some options to consider...

Note: All costs are in 2012 dollars

Buses could use special lanes considered 

for Bruce B Downs Boulevard

Using express lanes proposed by FDOT 

could result in lower costs and a 22-minute 

trip between Downtown and the Airport

Using special lanes for rapid 

bus service could also work:

•	 USF to Wesley Chapel using Special 

Lanes on Bruce B. Downs Boulevard 

•	 Downtown to South Tampa using the 

Selmon Expressway

•	 Downtown to Brandon using the 

upper level of the  Selmon Expressway 

Where else could this work?


